The  Andhra  Provincial Harijan  Conference

The ninth session of the Andhra Provincial Harijan Conference opened at
Vizianagarara on tho 2Ut. October 1936 under the presidency of Mr. F. Kurmayyfy
one of the leaders of the community.

Mr. U. V. Bhagya Reddi Varma (Hyderabad), opening the Conference said that
the first session of the Panchama (Harijan) Conference was held at Bezwada in the
year 1917 and that since then much water had flowed under the bridge. The salva-
tion of the community lay in their hands, They should ^cultivate a spirit of mutual
help and co-operation" before they could hope to gain their objective.

Mr. D. Sadananda #ao:(Biralipatam), Chairman of the Reception Commitee, next
read the address of welcome. They had to confer, he said, at a most propitious
time Inasmuch as the leaders of public opinion in the country were busily engaged
in forcing policies and programmes which they proposed to carry out in the event
of their being returned to the legislatures in the ensuing elections. Some leaders of
the Harijan community, he stated, affiliated themselves with a powerful party more
for self-aggrandisement than for promoting the interests of the community which
they represented. In these circumstances, it behoved the community to exercise
discrimination in electing the right kind of candidates to the legislatures, persons
who were inspired by genuine feelings of patriotism and real sympathy for their
community.

Mr. F. Kurmagya then delivered his address which covered more or less the
whole range of problems affecting the Harijans. The community, he said, had suc-
ceeded in securing a legitimate quota of rights in local and municipal aodies and
stressed tho fact that no useful purpose would be served recriminating the caste-
Hindus. Adverting to untouchability, he affirmed that scholars differed in their inter-
pretation of texts relating to untouchability. The position taken up by Mahatma
Gandhi was the only logical one. It would take time to uproot the stigma of untouch-
ability which in villages, if not in towns, was working irreparable mischief and was
widening the gulf between Harijans and caste-Hindus. There was a time, however,
when the community elicited respect from the castes for the reason that Arundhnti
and Hanumau were "born among their community, not to speak of saints and Rishis
like Nanda, Yali, Jambavanta, Sugrive, Yyasa and Parasa. The caste-Hindus were
mainly responsible for the deplorable condition in which the community found itself
at present. It would be no sacrilege if those Sastras which enforced untouehability
were relegated to the limbo of oblivion.

Adequate provision for education of the community, he complained, had not been
made by the State. The sum of four lakhs allotted to be spent on education of the
by the Labour Commissioner was quite inadequate and disappointi

India being agricultural country, -it was the duty of the Government to establ
more institutes where knowle4ge of extensive and intensive cultivation of agriculture
might be imparted. He held that lactual cultivators' should be in complete posses-
sion of land. Only then, he believed the strained relation which subsisted between
the landlord and the tenant for generations would be completely obliterated. The
speaker also pleaded for facilities of vocational education, such as spinning, weaving
etc., which would mitigate the acuteness of unemployment, and go a long way in
solving the economic problem of the community.

Proceeding, Mr. Kurmayya declared that Government should employ more
educated Harijans in the services and the age-limit imposed on them for higher
jobs should be made away with in the interests of the community. A statutory
provision should be made that no less than 17 per cent of the jobs should be assigned
to educated members of the community. More facilities should be afforded for larger
employment in local bodies and municipalities.

Alluding to conversion of HarijanS; he said, that if the Harijans left the fold oi
Hinduism, the responsibility rested on the shoulders of the so-called high caste-
Hinias.

After referring in grateful terms to the Poona Pact, the President spoke 03 tfe&
sdvisabilifcy or otherwise of aSIiatiag themselves with any of the three rx>lraeaJ parties
is tbe Presidency. He was of opinion, as Mahatmaji was, that they shooM
tbetr own legs, or identify thamse-lves with the Congress Party, provided
Congress Padiamentary Board came forward to satisfy the
the leaders of ths eommuaity.

